www.rohnasurvivors.org

A recap of the 2024 Rohna reunion
in Columbus, Georgia

By: Stan More
TRSMA Board Member

We returned to Columbus, GA last June for our 2024 annual
reunion of the HMT Rohna Survivors Memorial Association
reunion. The location was chosen to have a rededication
ceremony at the Rohna Memorial Plaque in Fort Mitchell
National Cemetery across the Chattahoochee River in Alabama.
In spite of a last minute surprise hotel change made necessary by
renovations that weren’t complete at the original hotel, we
ended up at the Doubletree which was welcoming and efficient at
meeting all our needs on short notice. It also proved to be a
better location, even though months of planning had to be
redone in only a few days. Our usual welcoming dinner on
Wednesday evening was excellent, and it was good to see
everyone again as well as meet several first-time attendees.
Kudos to Deb Sanchez and crew for facilitating so many last
minute arrangements!

Thursday there were presentations in the morning, and in the
afternoon, most people were exploring Columbus, especially
downtown. The Space Museum is located there, and many took
advantage of the short walk to get there.

Friday was the main event as we headed to Fort Mitchell
National Cemetery for the rededication. But even with the
ceremony at 9 am, the hot sun was already noticeable with the
Georgia summer heat and humidity in full force. But there was a
tarp set up for us to make conditions bearable. The ceremony
was moving as expected, and included an official 21-gun salute.
The last rededication in 2008 was my first Rohna reunion when
my father and I attended, and it was special for me to revisit the
memorial. The original memorial was established in 1996,
almost 3 decades ago.

After the ceremony we visited the National Civil War Naval
Museum, and then had a group lunch. In the evening, we had our
annual “night out” at the Cannon Brewpub downtown with a
record 33 attendees breaking last year’s record of 24. The
service and space were perfect, and everyone appreciated being
able to have a meal together in a place like that.

Saturday, we had our membership meeting in the morning which
included a discussion about next year’s reunion in Minneapolis.
For our free time during the afternoon, several carloads went to
tour the National Infantry Museum which has received
international acclaim. I can see why. If felt like there were

Continued on page 2
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Attending the International
World War Il Conference

By: Amelia Abney

For my eighteenth birthday, I received a necklace, a book, and a
trip to the International World War II Conference. The reunion
of the 90th Division Association fell over my birthday, and I
spent the weekend catching up with dear friends, being
interviewed, and helping to run the practical side of the
reunion. The evening I turned eighteen, I gave the banquet’s
keynote presentation on my time growing up in the 90th
Association, my connection to TRSMA, my thankfulness for my
past, and my hopes for the future. It was an incredible honor to
spend my special day expressing my gratitude to the people
who helped shape me into the very person I am now.

That evening, there were new friends listening as well as old,
but I had no idea that a trustee of the National World War Il
Museum was in attendance- that is, until Mike Bylen
introduced himself, and informed me that I ‘absolutely had’ to
attend the next International World War II Conference in New
Orleans. The conference that was being held in three weeks,
and had been sold out for three months. I was, admittedly,
skeptical. I had biology homework and scholarship
applications to do, and parents who both work full-time jobs.

None of this mattered very much to Mike, and in a whirlwind of
calculus, a deer hunt, e-mails, and vintage dresses, | somehow
ended up in New Orleans the weekend before Thanksgiving. I
hadn’t been in New Orleans in five years, and seeing all the
additions and improvements to the museum campus took my
breath away. The new hotel and galleries were nothing,
though, compared to the experiences I had during the
conference. Continued on page 2
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2024 Reunion recap (continued)

several museums on site. One unique display was the “walk
through time” of life size exhibits depicting what the infantry
may have experienced in each conflict throughout history. This
opened into a well-presented museum at the end of the “walk”.
On the lower level, there are several separate entrances into
large exhibits focusing on a specific period of time in history. I
only had time for one (and a quick look at a second one). It
would take weeks to see everything. There was also a large
outdoor section, but with so much to see indoors, | wasn’t
tempted to spend more time in the heat. As an optional event,
the visit here became one of the highlights for those who
attended.

Saturday night we had our annual banquet, and another chance
to visit with everyone. We started with our formal and
dignified routine including the Color guard, Pledge of
Allegiance, National Anthem, and the always moving, Table of
Remembrance for those that are no longer with us, described
by Jason. The beautiful quilt made and donated by Jane
Downing was won by Dennis and Sandra Crum. After dinner,
our keynote speaker was Jack Chisum of Stories behind the
stars.

We departed after a wonderful Sunday breakfast as usual and
an opportunity to say our goodbyes. A dozen of us were on the
same flight from Columbus to Atlanta making connections
throughout the country.

In 2025, our reunion will be in Minneapolis.

New Orleans WWII Museum News
Update 2025

By: Janice Pumelia
TRSMA Secretary

Just a quick update on the WWII Museum in New Orleans and
my never-ending quest for TRSMA to somehow become a part
of one of their events. Our "ambassador-at-large" Amelia
Abney, made some very positive connections last November at
their International Conference, having met all of the right
people as she indicated in the article that appears on pages 1
and 2.

Jack Ballo, just months ago, sent a final copy of "Rohna
Classified" to the museum and is patiently awaiting a reply as
to the feasibility of a showing at the Museum.

With all of these things in place we are HOPING that sometime
in the near future we are called to present at what is known as
a one-day special event. We'll keep you posted!

International WWII Conference
(continued)

Mike may have had more than I did as he introduced me to half
the conference attendees, including Dr. Michael Bell, the head of
the Jenny Craig Institute, and Dr. Nick Mueller, the co-founder of
the museum. [ had a particularly lovely conversation with Dr.
Mueller concerning my passion for World War II history, and my
own history with the 90th Division and the HMT Rohna, the
latter of which he was unfamiliar with. I had the honor of telling
him about the tragedy. His response was encouraging and
positive, and [ have hope that this connection will be of some
benefit to the TRSMA in the future. Dr. Mueller also offered me a
trip with the Museum’s ‘Normandy Academy’ on his personal
scholarship, which I had to decline this year. I look forward to
making my first trans-Atlantic trip in 2026.

My favorite part of the programming was the pre-conference
symposium, which was all about the Battle of the Bulge. I grew
up hearing stories from the veterans in the 90th Division
Association about their experiences in the conflict and gaining a
wider-scale understanding of the causes and effects was
particularly special for me in remembering them. The remainder
of the conference was equally excellent, and I had the pleasure
of conversing with multiple presenters during the evening
receptions.

I left the conference with many loose ends in the form of a
couple dozen business cards, new friends, and tenuous
possibilities for articles and presentations. I can’t wait to see
what comes of all my new connections, both for myself, and for
TRSMA.

InMemoriam

Alvin J. Black Survivor d. 12 Mar 1993
Mrs. Alvin J. Black Widow d. 14 Aug 2010
Richard Buckingham NOK d. 13 Jan 2018
Saul Gurman Survivor d. 18 Aug 2024
Edward S. Risley, Jr. Survivor d. 6 May 1973
Herman Vinnet Survivor d. 30 Dec 2024

Rohna Classified to be shown in
San Diego, Friday, May 9, 2025

At 5pm on Friday, May 9th there will be a special viewing of
Rohna Classified at the GI Museum in San Diego, California. We
are hoping that any family or friends of TRSMA or Rohna
Classified who have the ability or are close enough to San
Diego, might attend the showing.

If you are interested or able, please go to:
GIFilmFestivalSD.org for more information.
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Thank You For Your Continuing Support

We would like to take this opportunity to express our
thanks for the ongoing support that you, our members,
continue to give to this organization. We truly appreciate
your generous donations which can be made to:

The Rohna Survivors Memorial Association (or TRSMA)
mailed to: Janet Delude - 815 E Orangewood Avenue, M137 -
Anaheim, CA 92802
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THE ROHNA SURVIVOR'’S MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION
2025 REUNION
June 12-Junel5, 2025 ~ Minneapolis, Minnesota

The reunion will be held at Wyndham Bloomington - Mall of America

1901 Killebrew Drive, Blooming, MN 55425
952-854-8200

Room rate is: $129 per night plus taxes.
MAKE YOUR HOTEL ROOM RESERVATION BY May 8, 2025

Please tell the reservation agent at the time of your booking if you require an ADA room.
The hotel offers an airport shuttle & free parking.

Registration is $125.00 for adults; $70.00 for Children ages 4-10
The registration fee includes the following:

Welcome Package with Name Button, Itinerary, List of Attendees and Local Information
Friday Programs

Saturday Morning Membership Meeting

Saturday Night Banquet Dinner & Program

Sunday Farewell Breakfast Buffet

Hospitality Room Stocked with Snacks, Beverages & Cocktails all 3 Days

Registration Fees for all Survivors and Convoy Members are paid by the Association.
Additional funds are also available to Survivors and Convoy Members for this reunion.

All Memorabilia is welcome! We’'ll display your loved ones WWII memories.
Call the Wyndham Bloomington - Mall of America Hotel at 952-854-8200 for your room reservations.

Our group reservation code is: Rohna Survivors Memorial Association
Be sure to mention this at the time of vour booking.

IF YOU STAY EXTRA NIGHTS, THE ROOM RATE IS AVAILABLE 3 DAYS PRE AND POST - BASED ON AVAILABILITY

If you have any problems making your reservation, CALL THE REUNION BRAT at 360-663-2521. Give us your
reservation confirmation number and we will make sure you get the correct room and rate.

PLEASE JOIN US IN SHARING OLD MEMORIES, MAKING NEW ONES and
REMEMBERING THE MEN OF THE ROHNA!
For more information or any questions, contact
The Reunion Brat ~ Phone (360)-663-2521 ~ EMAIL: thereunionbrat@hotmail.com
Deborah Sanchez ~ Phone: (408) 265-3951 ~ EMAIL: debsan1951@gmail.com

REGISTRATION FORMS AND PAYMENT NEED TO BE RECEIVED BY MAY 8, 2025




THE ROHNA SURVIVORS MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION

2025 REUNION REGISTRATION
June 12-Junel5, 2025 ~ Minneapolis, Minnesota

MY NAME IS:
Please circle one of the following. | am a SURVIVOR_ CONVOY MEMBER___ Relative/Friend____

If you are a CONVOY MEMBER (not Rohna) or Convoy Member’s relative, PLEASE FILL IN THE
CONVOY SHIP’S NAME:

If you are a Relative/NOK/Friend of a Survivor, Non-Survivor or Convoy Member, please give their name and
relationship to you below. Also indicate if they are a: SURVIVOR NON-SURVIVOR CONVOY MEMBER
Relationship to you

The above named person is: LIVING DECEASED (Please circle one)

YOUR ADDRESS:
PHONE: EMAIL:

GUEST NAME(S) (Please indicate if your guest is related to a Survivor, Non-Survivor, or Convoy Member and how.
Use back of form if necessary.)

PLEASE LIST ANY SPECIAL “FOOD NEEDS™:
IN CASE OF EMERGENCY, NOTIFY:
IS THIS YOUR FIRST REUNION? YES NO

BASIC REGISTRATION FEE: Number of ADULTS Attending x$125= %
Number of CHILDREN (age 4-10) Attending x $70=$
~~~ POSSIBLE ADDITIONAL FEES ~~~

Cost for those attending ONLY the Saturday Night Banquet Dinner:
Number of ADULTS Attending Banquet Only Xx$55=$%

Number of CHILDREN (age 4-10) Attending Banquet Only x$40=%
If Paying By Credit Card Add 4% To Total Registration Fee = $
Total $

PAYMENT IS DUE NO LATER THAN MAY 8, 2025

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: The Reunion BRAT
MAIL TO: The Reunion Brat ~ 16817 Mountainside Drive East ~ Greenwater, WA 98022

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO THE REUNION BRAT OR
FILL OUT BELOW FOR CREDIT CARD PAYMENT.
CREDITCARD # EXP. DATE SECURITY CODE 3 DIGIT NUMBER)
NAME AS IT APPEARS ON CARD
BILLING ADDRESS
SIGNATURE

CONFIRMATION OF REGISTRATION AND ITINERARY WILL BE SENT OUT VIA MAIL BY MAY 19, 2025.
CANCELLATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY MAY 26, 2025, IN ORDER TO BE REFUNDED. ANY
CANCELLATION RECEIVED AFTER THIS DATE IS NON-REFUNDABLE.




33 5 g < h 5 Here are some helpful websites if you want to conduct your own
B B artb r[h [ B research. Listing here is not an endorsement of any of these
sites, simply a primer to help you start your Internet research.

Most of them don’t cost a thing!

National Archives Veterans Records --- www.archives.gov/veterans

Honor List of Dead & Missing Army & USAAF Personnel http://
www.archives.gov/research/military/ww2/army-casualties/

Army Air Forces Historical Association --- www.aafha.org
Air Force Historical Research Agency --- www.afhra.org

US Army Air Forces Personnel Records (Casualties) Records of

USAAF lives lost in WWII --- www.usaafdata.com

CBI Roundup (Newsletters from WWII)

http:/ /www.ex-cbi-roundup.com USAAF General Information --- www.usaaf.com

Entries from the Guest Book

If you have any information regarding any of the following website Guest Book entries (rohnasurvivors.org), please let us
know by contacting Janice Pumelia at: jetpumelia@gmail.com or by US Mail at: Janice Pumelia, 56 Garland Court,
Brooklyn, NY 11229

Paris Balch from Defiance wrote on October 29, 2024 at 2:08 am

My grandfather from my mother side that [ or my mother have never met was Weldon W. Wald. My grandmother was
pregnant with my mother when the Rohna was sunk on Nov. 27,1943. This tragedy left my mother to never know her
father or to have a father her whole life. There was a post on 6/26/00 by a Lewis E Wald Jr. that said he knew what
happened and how Weldon Wald had died. I would love to be able to tell my Mom Karen Covington about her father.
If someone can answer this question [ would be very grateful. Thank you, Paris Balch

There are many more postings in the Guest Book on our website. We encourage you to visit the website if you are
able, and read some of the amazing stories that people have shared with us.

Continuing the Connection...

The newsletter is where we inform the membership when a survivor, widow, or NOK is deceased. We cannot do this without
your help. If you know or learn of a member's passing, please contact us with their name and date of passing (if known); even if
it happened some time ago. You can do this using one of the following:

Deborah Sanchez - 4236 Hendrix Way - San Jose, CA 95124
Phone: (408) 265-3951 (Home) or (408) 656-2246 (Cell)
Email: debsan1951@gmail.com

On-line Newsletter Begins Next Issue

The next issue of the TRSMA newsletter will be primarily on-line. Since our last newsletter we have received a few
requests for continued printed copies of the newsletter. We will send those members a copy, but the rest of the
current mailing list will no longer receive one UNLESS we receive the completed form below from the members who
wish to still receive a printed copy. PLEASE FILL OUT THE FORM BELOW IF YOU WANT TO CONTINUE RECEIVING A
PRINTED NEWSLETTER. Mail the completed form to: Deborah Sanchez - 4236 Hendrix Way - San Jose, CA 95124 _ _

I would like to continue receiving the TRSMA Newsletter by mail.

ADDRESS:

CITY: ZIP CODE:
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HONORING A LEGACY

TRSMA 2025 Reunion Information and Registration Inside!
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